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HOLY GHOST ORTHODOX CHURCH 

        [Orthodox Church in America] 

1510 East Main Street, Bridgeport, CT  06608 

PO Box 55339, 06610         Phone:  (203) 572-0026 
 

Archpriest John A. Jillions, Pastor 

(203) 572-0026 (Rectory) 

jjillions@gmail.com 
 

President – David Lepesko 

dlepesko@yahoo.com 
 

Matushka Deborah Belonick (website):  www.holyghostbpt.org 

holyghostbpt@gmail.com 
 

Barbara Dulin, Parish Council Secretary (bulletin) 

(203) 452-0776 (h)      moparbarb@gmail.com 

  

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 14, 2021 – 33
th

 Sunday after Pentecost — Tone 3 

Sunday of Zacchaeus 
 

 

Daily Scripture Readings Services 

 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15 

1 Peter 2:21-3:9                        Mark 12:13-17 
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16 
1 Peter 3:10-22                         Mark 12:18-27 
 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17 
1 Peter 4:1-11                           Mark 12:28-37 
 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18 

1 Peter 4:12-5:5                        Mark 12:38-44 
 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19 

2 Peter 1:1-10                           Mark 13:1-8 
 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20 

2 Timothy 2:11-19                    Luke 18:2-8 

 

 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13 
Great Vespers (Facebook Live)…………..………..4:00 p.m. 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14, Zacchaeus Sunday 

Divine Liturgy…………………………….……….9:00 a.m. 

 

 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20 
Great Vespers (Facebook Live).……..………........4:00 p.m. 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21, Sunday of the Publican and 

the Pharisee, Beginning of the Lenten Triodion 

Divine Liturgy………………………………….….9:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Services are broadcast on Facebook Live:   

https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Ghost-Russian-Orthodox-Greek-Catholic-Church-

681248091936330/ 

Services can also be accessed live on the phone thru GoToMeeting. 

Meetings, coffee hour, church school and Bible study are all online via Go To Meeting. 

https://www.gotomeet.me/FrJohnJillions 

By phone: +1 (646) 749-3122, Access Code: 323-181-277 

Videos of all children's sermons and some past services and events can be found on the Holy 

Ghost parish YouTube channel:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbrrRwB0WLkiQMldEA6xSJQ  

mailto:jjillions@gmail.com
mailto:dlepesko@yahoo.com
http://www.holyghostbpt.org/
mailto:moparbarb@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Ghost-Russian-Orthodox-Greek-Catholic-Church-681248091936330/
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Ghost-Russian-Orthodox-Greek-Catholic-Church-681248091936330/
https://www.gotomeet.me/FrJohnJillions
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbrrRwB0WLkiQMldEA6xSJQ
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Sunday of Zacchaeus 

 

   The paschal season of the Church is preceded by the season 

of Great Lent, which is also preceded by its own liturgical 

preparation. The first sign of the approach of Great Lent 

comes five Sundays before its beginning. On this Sunday the 

Gospel reading is about Zacchaeus the tax-collector. It tells 

how Christ brought salvation to the sinful man, and how his 

life was changed simply because he ―sought to see who Jesus 

was‖ (Luke 19:3). The desire and effort to see Jesus begins 

the entire movement through Lent towards Pascha. It is the 

first movement of salvation. 
 

 

   Our Lenten journey begins with a recognition of our own sinfulness, just as Zacchaeus 

recognized his. He promised to make restitution by giving half of his wealth to the poor, and by 

paying to those he had falsely accused four times as much as they had lost. In this, he went beyond 

the requirements of the Law (Ex. 22:3-12). 
 

   The example of Zacchaeus teaches us that we should turn away from our sins, and atone for 

them. The real proof of our sorrow and repentance is not just a verbal apology, but when we 

correct ourselves and try to make amends for the consequences of our evil actions. 
 

   We are also assured of God’s mercy and compassion by Christ’s words to Zacchaeus, ―Today 

salvation is come to this house‖ (Luke 19:9). After the Great Doxology at Sunday Matins (when 

the Tone of the week is Tone 1, 3, 5, 7) we sing the Dismissal Hymn of the Resurrection ―Today 

salvation has come to the world,‖ which echoes the Lord’s words to Zacchaeus. 
 

   Zacchaeus was short, so he climbed a tree in order to see the Lord. All of us have sinned and 

come short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). We are also short in our spiritual stature, therefore we 

must climb the ladder of the virtues. In other words, we must prepare for spiritual effort and 

growth. 
 

   St Zacchaeus is also commemorated on April 20. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1 Timothy 4:9-15   (Epistle) 
9 

This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance. 
10 

For to this end we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is 

the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe. 
11 

These things command and teach. 
12 

Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, 

in spirit, in faith, in purity. 
13 

Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 
14 

Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of 

the hands of the eldership. 
15 

Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to 

all. 
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Luke 19:1-10    (Gospel) 

1 

Then Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. 

2 

Now behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. 

3 

And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not because of the crowd, for he was of short 

stature. 

4 

So he ran ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going to pass that 

way. 

5 

And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, and said to him, ―Zacchaeus, 

make haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house.‖ 

6 

So he made haste and came down, and received Him joyfully. 

7 

But when they saw it, they all complained, saying, ―He has gone to be a guest with a man who 

is a sinner.‖ 

8 

Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, ―Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; 

and if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold.‖ 

9 

And Jesus said to him, ―Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of 

Abraham; 

10 

for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.‖ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CANDLE DESK DUTY 

Barb Dulin is scheduled for February 14
th

 

Tim Savisky is scheduled for February 21
st 

 

If you are not able to make your scheduled date, please request coverage in advance.  Candle desk 

coverage is as follows: 

 Barb Dulin 

 George Kasper 

 Dave Lepesko 

 Daria Ploski-Slavin 

 Tim Savisky 
 

 

DONATIONS / CANDLES 

The following donations have been made in loving memory of Mary Ann Kendall: 

 $50 from Pat Novajarsky 

 $50 to the Myrrh Bearers from Daria Ploski-Slavin 

 $50 from the Myrrh Bearers 
 

REMINDER OF MEMORIAL CANDLES & DONATIONS … Requests for memorial candles 

and donations for various funds can be emailed to Sue Maugeri at:  suemaugeri@snet.net or mailed 

to the church’s PO Box 55339, Bridgeport, CT, 06610.  Please note that mail is only picked up 

once a week at the post office, therefore, please make sure that requests are mailed at least 2 weeks 

ahead of schedule.  

mailto:suemaugeri@snet.net
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REMINDER… IN-PERSON DIVINE LITURGY HAS RESUMED … We have resumed in-

person Sunday Divine Liturgies, while carefully maintaining all the necessary health precautions:  

masks, temperature-taking, social distancing, etc.  Before coming to church please be sure you have no 

possible symptoms of COVID.  If you have any doubts about this, please protect yourself and 

everyone else by staying at home.   
 

Attendance and temperatures will be taken upon entry into the church.  Masks are a must.  A reminder 

that copies of the bulletin will not be made available to avoid contact as much as possible.  Baskets 

will be available for purchase of candles and weekly envelopes.  Pews will be marked accordingly for 

social distancing purposes, and the children should sit in the smaller section of pews.  Please exit to 

the rear door closest to where the choir was located.  They have relocated to the choir loft.  Thank you 

for your cooperation.  

 

 

WEEKLY ENVELOPE REMINDER … Please provide your weekly envelopes in a timely 

manner, either by bringing them with you to church, submitting them via US mail to Holy Ghost 

Orthodox Church, PO Box 55339, Bridgeport, CT, 06610-5339, or by the online donation system 

as follows: 
 

There is a link on the Holy Ghost Website https://holyghostbpt.org/ on the right-hand side of the home 

page.  You can set up a one-time donation or recurring.  There is a cost to using this service, which you 

can cover or charge the church.  (It is hoped that you will be able to cover the charges.)  Thanks! 
 

Credit/debit card transactions are 2.9% plus $.30 per transaction 

ACH/bank account transactions are 1% plus $.30 per transaction 

 

 

CHURCH CALENDARS AVAILABLE FOR 2021 … Pistey Funeral Home once again has 

graciously sponsored our church calendars.  If you are able to safely come to church, you will be 

able to pick one up.  Otherwise, please let Fr John know that you would like to have your calendar 

mailed to you. 

 

 

REMINDER… PRAYERS FOR THE SICK … If you have loved ones who are sick or departed 

and you would like them remembered and included on the list, please send their names to Fr John 

(you can also indicate if you would prefer someone's name not be published).  

 

 

TAX FORMS FOR 2020 ARE AVAILABLE … requests for tax forms should be sent to Sue 

Maugeri as follows:  email suemaugeri@snet.net or call/text her at 203-305-7237.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

  
  

https://holyghostbpt.org/
mailto:suemaugeri@snet.net
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“Pilgrimage to Pascha” – A true labor of love from Mat Deb Belonick …  

Father Steven Belonick's book, Pilgrimage to Pascha:  A Daily Devotional for Great Lent, has 

been released by Ancient Faith Publishers (AFP).  This is an updated second edition of the original 

title, A Journey Through Great Lent, and it includes a new preface, updated sections for the church 

fathers and lives of saints, and an epilogue about Fr. Steven's last days, written by Mat. Deb, who 

also edited this new volume. 
 

If you would like to order the book to help you on your Lenten journey, here's the link: 
 

https://store.ancientfaith.com/pilgrimage-to-pascha-a-daily-devotional-for-great-lent/ 
 

The book also is in e-book formats:  Orthodox Christian E-books; Amazon Kindle; Nook; and 

iBooks (same as Apple Books), as follows: 

https://store.ancientfaith.com/pilgrimage-to-pascha-a-daily-devotional-for-great-lent-ebook/ 
 

All royalties for this book will go to the "Fr. Steven Belonick Seminarian Fund" of the Diocese of 

New England, Orthodox Church in America, to help finance the education of seminarians at both St. 

Vladimir's and St. Tikhon's who intend to become pastors.  Mat. Deb thanks all who either will order 

or promote the book on social media to their family and friends, using the attached image if you wish. 
 

 
 
 

It is with deep sadness to tell you that Betty Kost reposed on February 9th … Funeral services 

will be held at Holy Ghost sometime next week.  Once arrangements have been finalized, an email 

will be sent.  May her memory be eternal! 
 

Elizabeth Kost Obituary - Trumbull, Connecticut , Cyril F. Mullins Funeral Home Inc. | Tribute Archive 
 

 

Per Carolyn Kost, “Holy Ghost was an extremely 

important part of my mother’s life since she settled in 

the area in 1960.  I am grateful to you all.” 
 

Carolyn has supplied us with her contact information: 

 

Carolyn Kost,  

370 Golfview Road, #801 

North Palm Beach, FL  33408  

Phone (561) 371-2003 

  

https://store.ancientfaith.com/pilgrimage-to-pascha-a-daily-devotional-for-great-lent/
https://store.ancientfaith.com/pilgrimage-to-pascha-a-daily-devotional-for-great-lent-ebook/
https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/19927518/Elizabeth-Kost/Trumbull/Connecticut/Cyril-F-Mullins-Funeral-Home-Inc
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PARISH METRICS (FEBRUARY 13 THRU FEBRUARY 19 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS – Myra Babina, February 15
th

; Elaine Pollock Kusheba, February 16
th

; Thaddeus Holt, 

February 17
th

; & Alexandra Romanovsky, February 18
th

 (1 year old) 
 

God Grant them Many Years! 
 

ANNIVERSARIES – None Listed 
 

 

DEPARTED FROM THE PARISH METRICS 
 

FEBRUARY 13 – John Ilik, 1936 (75); Anna Kurimsky, 1972 (82); Anna Naiden Hukola, 1972 (77); 

John Mellish, Sr., 1975 (67); Alexandra Cymbalak Breyan, 1978 (85); James Choomak, 1987 (79); 

Catherine Samoilick, 1988 (87) 

FEBRUARY 14 – Anna Jankura, 1908 (2 months); Nikita Shvaiko, 1919 (34); John Toby, 1927 (49); 

Anna Kasper, 1944 (34); Joseph Kuncevich, 1951 (62); Simeon Pisaretz, 1955 (66); Rosalie Tymniak, 

1976 (79); Anna Bobko, 1979 (74) 

FEBRUARY 15 – Margaret Grabchak, 1900 (4); Ignati Turko, 1933 (53); Anna Babey, 1935 (56); 

Anna Jankura, 1942 (69); James Lozhitsky, 1948 (65); Artemy (Andrew) Kish, 1965 (69); John Balko, 

1970; Dimitry Kostick, 1971 

FEBRUARY 16 – Catherine Sekersky, 1897 (20); Stephen Zagorulko, 1977 (88); Maria 

Romantschenko, 1986 (88) 

FEBRUARY 17 – Andrew Dirga, 1913 (2); Justina (Anna) Bukoch, 1961 (64); Michael Zinovenko, 

1970 (66); Nicholas Bychkowski, 1984, (66); Eugenia Dirga, 1998 (87); Helen Breyon, 2007 

FEBRUARY 18 – Martin Babich, 1931 (51); Sandra Dolan, 1969 (33); John Kasper, 1981 (78); George 

Charak, Jr., 1993 

FEBRUARY 19 – Andrew Janosh, 1922 (10 months); Maria Bondaruk, 1939 (39); Agafia Borodko 

Konan, 1968 (84); Matthew Darak, 1973 (65); Serafima Sorokoff, 1983 (88); Constantine Kostyk, 1986 

(84); Walter N. Jankura, 1990 (58); Neddy Hubenko, 1999 (79) 

 

Memory Eternal!           Вечная память!  
 

 
 

"Pay attention to what I tell you:  whoever you may be, always have God before your eyes; 

whatever you do, do it according to the testimony of the holy Scriptures; in whatever place you 

live, do not easily leave it.  Keep these three precepts and you will be saved."  

 

St. Anthony the Great, 'Sayings of the Desert Fathers' 


