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HOLY GHOST ORTHODOX CHURCH 
        [Orthodox Church in America] 
1510 East Main Street, Bridgeport, CT  06608 
PO Box 55339, 06610         Phone:  (203) 572-0026 
 

Archpriest John A. Jillions, Pastor 
(203) 572-0026 (Rectory), jjillions@gmail.com 
 

President – David Lepesko 
dlepesko@yahoo.com 
 

Marcia Maslo-Pierce (website):  www.holyghostbpt.org 
HolyGhostWebmaster@gmail.com 
 

Barbara Dulin, Parish Council Secretary (& bulletin) 
(203) 452-0776 (h)      moparbarb@gmail.com 

  
 

 

 

AUGUST 1, 2021 – 6TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 5 
Procession of the Honorable Wood of the Life-giving Cross of the Lord 

 
 

Daily Scripture Readings Services 
 

MONDAY, AUGUST 2 
1 Corinthians 5:9-6:11           Matthew 13:54-58 
 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 3 
1 Corinthians 6:20-7:12         Matthew 14:1-13 
 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4 
1 Corinthians 7:12-24            Matthew 14:35-15:11 
 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 5 

1 Corinthians 7:24-35            Matthew 15:12-21 
 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 6 
2 Peter 1:10-19                      Matthew 17:1-9 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 7 
Romans 12:1-3                      Matthew 10:37-11:1 
 

 

SATURDAY, JULY 31 
NO VESPERS 

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 1 
Divine Liturgy…………………………………9:00 a.m. 
Procession of the Honorable Wood of the Life-giving 
Cross of the Lord, 
{First of three, “Feast of the Savior”} 
 

[HOLY GHOST PARK SHELTON, CT]  
 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 5, Eve of Transfiguration 
Great Vespers at Holy Ghost………………….6:00 p.m. 
 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 6, Transfiguration 
Divine Liturgy & Blessing of Fruit & Vegetables at  
ST GEORGE'S CHURCH…………………..9:30 a.m. 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 7 
NO VESPERS 

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 8 
Divine Liturgy……………………………….…9:00 a.m. 

 

[HOLY GHOST PARK, SHELTON, CT] 
 

NOTE:  With Metropolitan Tikhon's blessing, ALL services are now in-person for anyone who is 
healthy.  More information is provided within this bulletin.  Before coming to church, please be 
sure you have no possible symptoms of COVID.  If you have any doubts about this, please 
protect yourself and everyone else by staying at home.   
 

All services will also be streamed online via Facebook Live as follows: 
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Ghost-Russian-Orthodox-Greek-Catholic-Church-681248091936330/  
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Procession of the Honorable Wood of the Life-Giving Cross of the Lord 
(First of three, “Feast of the Savior”) 

 
   The origin of this Feast is explained in the Greek 
Horologion of 1897:  “Because of the illnesses which 
occur during the month of August, it was customary at 
Constantinople to carry the Precious Wood of the Cross in 
procession throughout the city for its sanctification, and to 
deliver it from sickness.” 
 

   On the eve (July 31), the Cross was removed from the 
imperial treasury and placed it upon the Holy Table of the 
Great Church of Hagia Sophia (which is dedicated to 
Christ, the Wisdom of God). From August 1 until the 
Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos, there was a 
procession throughout the entire the city, and then the 
Cross was placed where all the people could venerate it.  
 

   In the Russian Church this Feast is combined with the remembrance of the Baptism of Rus on 
August 1, 988.  In the “The order of services for the holy, catholic, and apostolic Great Church of 
the Dormition,” which was compiled in 1627 by order of Patriarch Philaret of Moscow and All 
Rus, there is a similar explanation of the Feast:  "On the day of the Procession of the Precious 
Cross there is a Cross Procession with the Sanctification of Water, for the enlightenment of the 
people, in all the towns and places." 
 

   Knowledge of the day of the actual Baptism of Rus is preserved in the Chronicles of the XVI 
century:  “The Baptism of the Great Prince Vladimir of Kiev and of all Rus took place on August 1.” 
 

   In the current practice of the Russian Church, the service of the Lesser Sanctification of Water 
on August 1 takes place either before or after Liturgy.  Because of the Blessing of Water, this first 
Feast of the Savior in August is sometimes called “the Savior of the Water.”  Along with the 
Blessing of Water, there may also be a Blessing of Honey (thus it is also called “the Savior of the 
Honey),” because on this day, the newly-gathered honey is blessed and tasted. 
 
 

 
 

MASK AND FACE COVERING REQUIREMENTS … As of May 19, 2021, Connecticut’s 
protocols regarding masks and face coverings were updated to align with the recently modified 
CDC recommendations:  The protocols that are currently in effect statewide are as follows:   
 

Outdoors:  Masks not required 
Indoors:   

 Vaccinated not required to wear masks 
 Unvaccinated must wear masks 
 Masks are required to be worn by everyone in certain settings, such as healthcare facilities, 

housing facilities with vulnerable populations, public & private transit, correctional 
facilities, schools, and childcare 

 Businesses and state and local government offices have the option to require masks to be 
worn by everyone in their establishments. 

 

Masks will be welcomed and encouraged by those who choose to wear them.  Social distancing 
will be respected by all for those who wish to continue to do so.  (Young children who are not yet 
vaccinated should continue to wear masks.)  Thank you!  
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Romans 12:6-14   Epistle 
6 

Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if 
prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 

7 
or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 

8 
he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he 
who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 

9 
Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. 

10 
Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one 
another; 

11 
not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 

12 
rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; 

13 
distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality. 

14 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 

 
 

Matthew 9:1-8   Gospel 
1 

So He got into a boat, crossed over, and came to His own city. 
2 

Then behold, they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, He 
said to the paralytic, “Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you.” 

3 
And at once some of the scribes said within themselves, “This Man blasphemes!” 

4 
But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? 

5 
For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise and walk’? 

6 
But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins” – then He said 
to the paralytic, “Arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.” 

7 
And he arose and departed to his house. 

8 
Now when the multitudes saw it, they marveled and glorified God, who had given such power 
to men. 

 

 

WEEKLY ENVELOPE REMINDER … Please provide your weekly envelopes in a timely 
manner, either by bringing them with you to church, submitting them via US mail to Holy Ghost 
Orthodox Church, PO Box 55339, Bridgeport, CT, 06610-5339, or by the online donation system 
as follows:  There is a link on the Holy Ghost Website https://holyghostbpt.org/ on the right-hand 
side of the home page.  You can set up a one-time donation or recurring.  There is a cost to using 
this service, which you can cover or charge the church.  (It is hoped that you will be able to cover 
the charges.)  Thanks! 

                 Credit/debit card transactions are 2.9% plus $.30 per transaction 
                 ACH/bank account transactions are 1% plus $.30 per transaction  
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DONATIONS / CANDLES / FLOWERS 
To the Building Maintenance Fund in memory of Vera Alesevich: 

Dorothy Kopko - $30 
Nancy Savisky - $50 
Ed & Melania Moyher- $50 
David & Marcy Lepesko - $50 

 

To the Altar Fund for robes in memory of Vera Alesevich: 
Mark & Love Ann Curran - $50 

 Sharon A. Rubis & family - $50 
 

2 Large Crosses at Vera Alesevich Funeral - Sue Maugeri 
Donation for gravesite services for Michael Bevz - $500 
To the Charity Fund in memory of Vera Alesevich from Amy Rose - $100 
 
 

REMINDER OF MEMORIAL CANDLES & DONATIONS … Requests for memorial candles 
and donations for various funds can be emailed to Sue Maugeri at:  suemaugeri@snet.net or mailed 
to the church’s PO Box 55339, Bridgeport, CT, 06610.  Please note that mail is only picked up 
once a week at the post office, therefore, please make sure that requests are mailed at least 2 weeks 
ahead of schedule. 
 
 

LET’S HAVE COFFEE TOGETHER! … The Choir and Bob Denhup arranged for coffee & 
snacks after Liturgy these past 2 Sundays at Holy Ghost Park in Shelton.  It is hoped that it will 
start a trend for others to step up and join forces to do the same on the other Sundays of summer.  
 

 
 
Blueberry Buckle Coffee cake will be served 
on Sunday, August 1st  
 

 
 
 

FAMILIES IN NEED AFTER FIRE AT 212 PEARL STREET … $4,760.50 has been collected!  
Thank you to everyone who contributed from near and far.  $2,000 was distributed to four families 
to cover immediate needs, and Fr John is collaborating with the local Red Cross social worker to 
assess the best use of the remaining funds to assist others among the 14 people affected.   

(Also, the pit bull is currently being cared for by an uncle.) 
 

Thankfully, the city of Bridgeport came through to grant funds to cover the first month's rent and 
security deposits in new apartments.  All the recipients have been very grateful.  Here is a note 
received from one of them:  "Father John, I just wanted to express my sincerest gratitude to you 
and your congregation for thinking of myself and my family during our time of need.  Your 
generous donation to myself and my children will definitely help with relocating us.  Please 
express my thanks to your members... God Bless, Tami" 
 
 

ANNUAL FORCC BANQUET … will be held this year.  Attached is the flyer announcing 
details for the banquet along with an ad form for the program book.  Your support in the past has 
been appreciated, and it is hoped that your parish will participate in attending the banquet and 
taking an ad for the program book.  Tickets and further information will be forthcoming via US 
mail in August.  Ad forms may be returned any time up to Sept. 24th (sooner would be better). 
Nina Kosowsky, Banquet Chairperson 
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PARISH METRICS (AUGUST 1 THRU AUGUST 7) 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS – Diane Laufer, July 29th; George Kasper, August 2nd; Matushka Denise Jillions,  
August 2nd 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES – Barbara & George Dulin, July 29th (16 years); Carole & Frank Kaputa,  
August 1st (56 years) 
 

    God Grant them Many Years! 
 
 

DEPARTED FROM THE PARISH METRICS 
 

AUGUST 1 – Nicholas Kirigos, 1912 (42); Evdokia Lemetsky, 1913 (22); Phillip Prudkinovich, 1931 
(42); Mary (Hrenyo) Lepesko, 1972 (65); Mary Popadic, 1982 (87); Stephen G. Kolton, 2012 (97) 
AUGUST 2 – Andrew Suchi, 1920 (41); Orestes Gir, 1925 (18); Peter Naiden, 1936 (72); John Buiak, 
1942 (28); Fredrick Havrelock, 1996 (71) 
AUGUST 3 – Maria Lazik, 1911 (8); Vasily Sibul, 1918 (29); Maria Mazurik, 1919 (42 days); Elizabeth 
Dugan, 1931 (42); Mary Candela, 1962 (67); Stephen Yaroschak, 1968 (61); John Lukachik, 1985 (65); 
Joseph Kranyak, 1989; Alexander Havelick, 1996 (80) 
AUGUST 4 – Dimitry Volodnevich, 1929 (47); Anna Krafcsik, 1976 (82); Barbara Jablonsky Stowe, 
1981 (47) 
AUGUST 5 – Steven Shanchuk, 1939 (57); George Fetcho, 1952 (63); Anna Shurin Spakowsky, 1957 
(57); Paul Lukienchik, 1957 (65); Alex Zaveruha, 1967 (81); William Paray, Sr., 1974 (60); Michael 
Spakowsky, 1975 (79) 
AUGUST 6 – Maria Piatak, 1925 (61); Mary Michko, 1970 (48); Sophie Laputz, 1976 
AUGUST 7 – Paraskeva Cherianovich, 1927 (44); Myron Dimitry Kuzmich, 1943 (50); John Charak, 
Sr., 1979 (75); Archpriest Steven J. Belonick, 2019 (67) 
 

Memory Eternal!           Вечная память!  
 

 

 
 

May Vera’s Memory be Eternal! 
 


